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What is the AABIP?

• Founded in 1992  
• Mission: 

• To serve by making a positive difference in the care of patients with 
thoracic diseases through the synergy of innovative technologies, 
minimally invasive procedures, transformative education and research

• Vision: 
• To advance the field of Interventional Pulmonology and establish AABIP 

as the premier leader in the minimally invasive diagnostic and therapeutic 
thoracic interventions (through education, research and advocacy)



What is the AABIP?

• Significant milestones: 
• Adult IP Fellowships 
• Adult IP Board Certification
• Education & Training for Physicians and Allied Health Professionals 
• Journal of Bronchology and Interventional Pulmonology
• Annual Conference (3 days of didactics, hands-on learning and 

opportunities to collaborate)



AABIP Leadership

• Board of Directors 
• Committees

• Membership
• Education
• Diversity, Inclusion & Unity
• Scientific Program 

• Chapters
• Regional Adult IP Chapters
• Advanced Practice Providers & Allied 

Health 
• Anesthesia 
• Pediatrics (NEW)

• Research
• Communications & Social Media
• Certification 
• Regulatory Affairs & Advocacy 
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What is the current state of pediatric advanced 
diagnostic and interventional bronchoscopy?

Pediatric pulmonologists are developing programs in the U.S., Europe and Asia
• Procedure volumes are generally small, but growing
• No formal certification in Peds IP

Adult pulmonologists are often asked to help take care of children
• They may have no pediatric training, but are highly experienced and received 

formal training in advanced and interventional procedures for adult patients  



• ATS Post-Graduate Courses (2022, 2024)
• Annual Mt. Sinai Cryo Course (2023, 2024)
• ATS Poster Discussion Sessions (2023, 2024)
• ERS Symposium, Milan, Italy (2023)
• European 3-day Course, Dusseldorf, Germany (2024)
• Annual Cincinnati Cryo Course (2023, 2024)
• Peds IP Textbook (2021)
• National Survey (2024)
• AABIP Pediatric IP Podcast (2022)

Initial Success Achieved Through Ad-Hoc 
Collaboration
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• Let's be proud of what we have accomplished so far…

• And consider what we can accomplish together with the 
organizational structure and support of the AABIP…
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• What are our shared goals?
• Education
• Advocacy 
• Certification
• Research
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• Education
• Stakeholders

• Pediatric Interventional Pulmonologists
• Ped Pulm physicians in general
• Adult IP physicians
• Trainees in pediatric and adult pulmonary medicine / IP programs
• Allied health professionals who support Peds IP (RTs, RNs, APP’s)
• Referring specialists 

• Peds critical care, oncology, surgery, interventional radiology, infectious diseases…etc.
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• Education
• Content Needed (an organized curriculum) 

• Online Education
• Webinars, podcasts, case presentations for discussion, content modules

• In-Person Education
• AABIP National Conference

• Symposia (research, expert panel discussions, program development, financial 
matters)

• Hands-On Training Sessions
• Poster Sessions (case reports, research abstracts)

• CME/MOC Opportunities (AMA, AOA, ABP)
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• Advocacy 
• Spreading the word

• Many in our field are unaware of the extent to which this field has been growing and 
how these procedures can impact the care of our patients

• Partnering with Industry
• To ensure advances in technology for adult patients can be safely and effectively 

adapted for use in children too
• Partnering with CMS and 3rd party payors 

• To ensure appropriate reimbursement for these valuable services
• Partnering with the FDA 

• To consider realistic opportunities for pediatric indications of new and existing 
bronchoscopy devices 
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• Research
• Summarize/update and share available literature on iterative basis
• Develop Practice Guidelines/Statements (perhaps in collaboration with 

ATS/ERS, etc.)
• Identify priorities and strategies for multi-center collaborative studies
• National registry
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• Certification
• Long-Range Goal
• Procedure-specific training / certification
• Certification of centers of excellence
• Sponsorship (mentorship) by adult IP programs
• Pediatric IP Fellowships
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• Where do we start?
• Membership

• Join the AABIP and work together to achieve these goals
• Working Groups (we need your expertise, time and support)

• Education
• Advocacy
• Research
• Certification

• AABIP National Conference 
• Attend, learn, teach, collaborate 
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• Benefits of AABIP Membership

A word from the AABIP membership
committee chair
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• Benefits of AABIP Membership

A word from the AABIP President



AABIP Pediatrics Chapter

• Benefits of AABIP Membership

A word from the AABIP Education
Committee Pediatrics Representative 

Alfin “Didi” Vicencio
Mt. Sinai Kravis Children’s Hospital
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Thank You!

And Brittany!!!
Alfin “Didi” Vicencio

AABIP Education Committee
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Questions & 
Open Forum for Discussion
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